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Paul R. Gudonis, CEO of Myomo explains
“This is really disruptive technology in the
rehabilitation industry,”

Hobbs Rehabilitation
hosts free patient trials for
a robotic arm brace, said
to be 'like power steering
for the arm'. A specialist group

Gudonis claimed “Prior solutions have
been hands-on therapy at the hospital or
big stationary machines in clinics, but
nothing portable that people can use at
home.” Myomo uses sensors built into a
cuff that fits over the bicep and tricep
muscles. They detect electromyographic
(EMG) signals and activate motors to
move the arm at the elbow.

of neurological physiotherapists will
be joined by the clinical team from
the USA for a week of free patient
trials for MyoPro, a robotic orthosis
device designed to be portable and
available to wear at home.

“Unlike implants in the brain, which are still
experimental, electromyogram sensors sit
in a device on the surface of the skin,” said
Gudonis. “In able-bodied individuals, the
muscle emits voltage when activated, and
there’s 100% signal strength, but after a
stroke or other injury, the signals are
attenuated.”

The MyoPro Patient Trials will run for 5
days from 16-20 September and represents
the launch of a superb new service for
people directly affected by impairment of
their arm and hand function.

“The myoelectric orthosis, or powered arm
brace, detects the intention to move as the
muscle sends a micro EMG signal,” he
explained. “Onboard software deciphers it,
providing power steering for the arm.”

Joe Green, Technology Lead at Hobbs

Rehabilitation adds "The specialist
neurological therapy team at Hobbs are
very excited to be working with the
MyoPro as it offers something very
special and unique for our patients. The
device gives extraordinary feedback and
motivation to individuals struggling to
activate muscles and move their arm.
As well as giving users the opportunity
to re-engage with their arm and perform
movement and exercise, it can operate
as an assistive device enabling them to
regain functional use."
Helen Hobbs, co-founder of Hobbs
Rehablitation, says "We are extremely
proud of the service we provide both at
our rehabilitation centres and in the
community. Enabling people to get back
to their families and to their everyday
lives is at the heart of what we do and
this initiative is a great example of our
commitment to bring the latest advances
in technology and therapeutic
rehabilitation to our patients.”

The MyoPro Trials are set to run from Monday
16th to Friday 20th September and will enable us
to determine whether a MyoPro device will be a
suitable treatment option for a large number of
patients. Individual sessions will last
1.5 hours per person and there are a handful of
slots available to book.
To discuss an individual case and for detailed
information about the trials, email:
technologylead@hobbsrehabilitation.co.uk
or phone 01962 779796.

For more information, please contact Kirsti
Pretty at kirsti@hobbsrehabilitation.co.uk
Note to Editors:
Hobbs Rehabilitation offers specialist
neurological rehabilitation to adults and children
across the south of England.

Conditions appropriate for use of the MyoPro:
• Stroke
• Spinal Cord Injury
• Brachial Plexus injury
• Acquired Brain Injury
• Cerebral Palsy

"Myomo is delighted to work with Hobbs

The MyoPro is not available through the NHS
but Hobbs, together with Dorset Orthopaedic,
are the first organisations in the UK to work with
the device.
The aim is that together, Hobbs and Dorset
Orthopaedic become a centre of excellence with
the MyoPro, providing clinical support to
purchasers of the device and also offering a
rehabilitation service, where non purchasers are
able to use the device intensively on an
outpatient basis.

Rehabilitation to provide screening and therapy
services with Myomo’s propriety technologies in
the UK, says John Frijters, Business Development
Manager for Europe. The combination of Myomo’s
technical expertise with Hobbs clinical expertise
present a unique opportunity to help restore
function in arms and hands paralyzed by a stroke,
cerebral palsy or other neuromuscular disease or
injury. Hobbs will also be our partner to train users
that have received a custom made MyoPro orthosis
from Dorset Orthopeadics. The combined team
effort, between these leaders in their field of
expertise, will allow many individuals to have
access to MyoPro and benefit from this groundbreaking technology in the UK."

A team of over 80 clinicians offer physiotherapy,
occupational therapy, speech and language
therapy, psychology and more in the community
and in residential and outpatient clinics.
Hobbs are hoping to build a 20 bedded
specialist centre in Winchester which will
combine clinical excellence, technology and
design, with research and intensive
rehabilitation programs as well as post graduate
training which will be the first of its kind in the
UK.
As active members of UKABIF (UK Acquired
Brain Injury Forum) they have recently been in
the Houses of Parliament with the “Time for
Change“ movement, where we were able to
update local MP Stephen Brine on the progress
of some of the patients he met at his visit to
Hobbs last year.
Hobbs works with both the NHS, insurance
companies and the 3rd sector which includes the
Injured Jockeys Fund, the Injured Players
Foundation of the RFU, the MS society and
Parkinson’s UK.

For more information please visit

hobbsrehabilitation.co.uk

